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November 17, 1995 Contact: Greg Donley, x263 

SILENT MOVIES ROUND OUT SERIES OF 50 BEST FILMS AT THE CLEVELAND 

MUSEUM OF ART 

100 Years of Magic: The Rest Is Silents 

Sunday afternoons at 3:30, December 3 - 17, 1995 

Admission $4, $3 CMA members 

The Cleveland Museum of Art winds up its year-long salute to the centennial of film by returning 
to cinema’s beginnings. The mini-series 100 Years of Magic: The Rest Is Silents contains the 
last three in the museum’s unofficial list of the 50 best movies of all time — all great silent films 
whose pictorial splendor and emotional power have never been surpassed during 65 subsequent 
years of talkies. Sunrise, Potemkin, and The Passion of Joan of Arc remind us that film is, above 
all, a visual art form (although all three will have musical accompaniment). Says film program 
coordinator John Ewing, “Silent films with music are among our best received programs — 
because we have the specialized equipment to properly present them, because we’ve found a 
terrific accompanist in Sebastian Birch, and because the films themselves are amazing.” As a 
bonus, the series’ last program on Dec. 17 will include some of the Auguste and Louis Lumiere 
short films that were premiered 100 years ago in Paris on Dec. 28, 1895, the birthday of cinema. 


Sun/3 Dec., 3:30 Sunrise (USA, 1927, b&w, silent with music track, 95 min.) directed by F.W. 
Mumau, with Janet Gaynor and George O’Brien. Poetic love story and morality play in which a 
vamp urges a simple farmer to murder his innocent wife and run away with her to the city. 

Sun/10, 3:30 Potemkin (USSR, 1925, b&w, silent with music track, English intertitles, 67 min.) 
directed by Sergei Eisenstein. Electrifying account of a 1905 mutiny on board a Russian battle- 
ship. The “Odessa Steps” sequence may be the most famous in film. Music by Dmitri 
Shostakovich. 

Sun/17, 3:30 The Passion of Joan of Arc (France, 1929, b&w, silent with French intertitles and 
spoken English translation, 105 min.) directed by Carl Theodor Dreyer, with Maria Falconetti. 
Wrenching dramatization of the trial and execution of Joan of Arc, based on actual transcripts. 
Live piano accompaniment by Sebastian Birch. Preceded by 14 minutes of French short films by 
Auguste and Louis Lumiere that were part of the world’s first public film showing on Dec. 28, 
1895, in Paris. 
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